
sDecirl Trriler Tirca I's Prrsenser Tire!
There arc dislincl dfisrances In lhe way pass€ng€r rrres and traitor tr€s are
desrgned. engheered. and constructed There ar€ atso dtterences in lhr servEe
reqirrements b€lwe8n th€ llr?r on yoor ca. or lruct and thoc6 on your treiter

Tracl|on, orgrip is a key er€nenl in lf|€ design ot passenger tires Tractron
moves your crr or truct d()m the road Tracl|on alow6 you to stop tum and
swerv€, and lrsclion also giv€s you lhe sbildy to tow your traite. Anolher
mporlanl consrd6ralion n passenger ti.e d63|9n E'ride' Rid6, lraction, and
handring are alr achi€ved In passcngertrrc desitns by addng id in th€ sidew.tl
By makng lhe sdewall mo|e neribb. nre engineers maximEe lread coniact wrh
lhe road. lhu3 incr6esing lracl|on and a{owrng lh€ dr'ver to meinlajn bener
conlrolov€r th€ voh|cb

Traclion 13 ont a lactor on trail€l! oquippod sth blatcs. dLrrtng brEting
ope€lion3 b€c€u3€ lraibrs ar€ loiloe/ers In t8ct, si{r€wattfloxino in a trailer
applic€t|on |! a negatv€ S'dewsl n€rng on lrslle'3 cBnyng he;/y roeds.
lraileG with high venicsl side loeds (gnclos€dltr.vet trait€rB)t or trEtt€rs with taohl
tongua w6r9hts, 13 e pnmery causa ol trerler sway Automotv€ radist trrss h'i-h
ther floribl€ sidewalb nolebly acc€ntuetc t6i6r $[ay probtoms. Tho stiff€r
sidewelb €nd highor op€rating pre$ure3 common with Spsciat Trsiler (ST) lires
helps control and reduce lhe occunenc€ ol trait€r sway Boiom tin6, traibn aro
more stable and pull b€tler on lres des€ned spccifc€lt ior trsitcr u3c.
Arso consdor lhal all LEhl lnicl (l"T) 6od Sp€oatf.sitor (ST) tke3 er€ futv ralod
for traaler applicationg. Thi3 rieanB |he nreg can csny thek fult Bidewsfl weighl
rating urien u36d on a lreil€r Wnen pe336o9€. nret aro u36d on a t€ €r, th€
load capscily ol tir6 mljst bo dc,rat€d by 10% tf th! tirc has s m6ximum to€d
miing ol I 90O lb , n may onry be ur€d in a trait€r apptic€tion up to 1 7 I O tb Th|s
me8ns the GAWR ratlng on the rraibr Certafcation Lab6tmusl nol erce€d 3420
rbs On a singlo aJ& lrailer, or 2 tim6 17lO lb!

For kailer us€, ll is import€nt to match the tires to the .pptication and psytoad
Sinc6 Sp€ciel Trail6r (ST) tiros are coostructad wtth rnor6 and hoevi€r malenals
they are toLlgh€r and mor€ bruise resBtant th6n typic€l pessenger tir€s This rs a
plus because trailer susperu|on systenB ar6 g€norstt stift6. and to3s
sophrsticated than aulomotive susp€nson systdns. A tir. dosigned to op.rste in
lh6 more d€msnding lra er €nvironrrant wtt provide end u6e'3 a lonoer s6rvEe
hl€ and wthstand lhe added ebus€ tres on , tra&r erp€n6ncs

B|as ply Sp€c'8l frailer1|16 t€chnologry has b6en moving traaters around Amerr3
lor neerly 30 yeers and morc recentty, the ST Radratanived on the scene
provding rhe same durabrtdy and dop€ndab,trty in a €dia|lrait6r tjr€ For manv
tra'|er Duye's n,e decrs'ons are purery pn€€ bas€d Ihe alture ot an eouatonae
and lhs wo.d aad'al' lor that pice daw! som€ custom€rs ro the Dassenger tre
Taskmasler hopes this €rplanalDn ol the d le.ences w|[ hetp you mak€ a more
Intormed decison on your next lrarrer lrrc psrchas€



Safetv polnt what to do

Tires Check pressure and look for signs of wear on both truck

and trailer

Wheels Check that all lug nuts are tight

Hitch Use a check list to make sure all steps are complete.

Safety chains Make sure chains are crossed and hooked to vehicle

frame (not bump€?)

Breakaway Check cable lenSth. Make sure coupler is fully plugged

in. SeMce battery



TRAITER HOOK-UP SAFETY CHECK IIST

1. Coupler down and tlght over hitch ball

2. Pin in couPler and locked

3. Ghalns crossed and hooked to vehicle frame (not bumper)

4. BreakawaY line hooked to truck

5. Trailer leg up and locked in place

6. Electrical plugged in and working

7. Brake box tested and set for load
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cating a fa$ food meal spritwlcd out across your lap. an,l NO call
arc driving. Rcmcnrbet. thcrc is a 30% grc'atc| chancc ,rl bcing in
ccl l  phoning at thc sanlc 1irnc. l l  you do not havc a co"pi lol to lrcl
sklp before you pausr'1() read thc n)rp. eal lhc sr:r.k. (n makc thc

-l 
he cxtrlt weiglrt oftltc trililcr or varr ttealts thc st{,pl)i||,1

lhc space bel*cen your vchiclc ald the onc yolt lrc l()llowillg by
ircrease oflcn miles an hour. Bc awarc ofapFoachil)g tractor
cunents will tend to push thc velricles apart. You shorrld be
watch whal lhe cars arc doing as far aheatl as yoru line ofsight
comc on, decrease your spccd--cven il'the vehiclc inrrrcdiately i
right a\a,ay. Thc d vcl oflhc cllr up lront mighl rxr bc as;rware

Allva]'s lvatch lor sharp curvcs nd trafiic gctting or lrxl oll'm
you make will bounce your prccious cargo arorrntl. ll'yorr do
bcllcr to do il irr a straight line rilther than arou d n curvc. In ot
first, it is better to brakc hard in a straight linc and rhen crtcr the
while in the cunc.

Also renrember all the sal'ety items- lfyour tmiler lras h|akes rn
appropria{ely. Make sure that all thc trailer lighls arc \\orking
ihe back--this can help reducc the chance ofa rcar cud collision.
approved fire extinguisher.

Ifan accident does occur, it will bc vcry irnportant to get aid as

http://$"$v.thehorse.com/PrintArticle.aspx?l I):574{r

Dealing with a Trailer Accident
by: Michael l lal l .  l )VM
Mny I I 200-5 A(iclc /l 5746

lilihls liote: I'l1is stcctlrt it./i'o rLJnderslandi||g lrqr||rc I;irst A
i . t  t rw i l o l  e  . f i un r r r  i t  l t t : i r ,  l r l . ' t r r r t  , ,

llaving an accidcDt with a van or trailcr carrying a horsc is a ni
rour p(lwcr lo prevent a vehicle accident with lroNcs (nr board (
uncomforlable rvith th(r lrailer rig ()r the si/'e ol't| \.n||, :reck out th
I 'ut irr practice t ime driving youl truck and lraik'r conrlr inatiorr
{lo g ur a trip. ll€rnenrber to pay attenti(nr lo tlrc wcallr)r conditi
li)f ll krng joumc).

I'rob hly one ol'the biggcst Irislakcs lcollc ntilkc is t0 drivc the
lhat rvilh all lhc cxtra wcight, cvcrything is incrc.sc'(l (i ':.. stoppi
lengths you should be behind thc vehicle irr l i(nrl ()l you. turning
be good, but don'l sllnl on thc brakcs il'yor.r can {void it! l}eing

l'it!t, l ot i

Iry Mi<hael Ball, Dlllll Ilr hook

Always <kr cverything in
any timc for that nrattcr). ll y-(nl arc
tutelage of an expericnccd drir'er.
re your lirst equinc passcngcr gocx

ns--cspecially if you are prcparing

an or trai ler l ike a car. l lcnrcnrlrcr
g distance. the number ofcar

os, ctc.). Your rcaction linrc nlusl
le means no map rcading. no

f lg on thc ccl lular ph,rnc u'hi lc vorr
accidcnt i fyrru arc driving:rrrt l

with these things, pull ovcr ond

could doublc. Yorr should increase
ne car-lcngth lbr cvcry spced
lers; whcn lhey pass you thc air
to compensate f-or lhis. lry llD(l
lal low-ifyou sec a brake l ighr
liont ofyou doest't slow dowD
what's going on as you arc!)

--remcnrber, any sudden nrovcs
to slow down fast. it generallv is
words, ifapproaching a curvc too

more gcntly {han to hrrke hard

sure thcy work and are adjusted
lhat lhcre 3re en(rugh of t lrctn rrn

make sure that you havc an

y as possible. lhe prcsence ofa
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ccllular phonc ()r a CIB radio plays an importanl rolc hflc.
countryside havc ccllular scrvicc, so a CIJ radio is.r good back-
know wlra{ cell phoue oumbor will get you directl! to lhe statc
\raniors use C B channel l9 while nlany emcrgenc!' age,rcies inrd
channcl 9. Make sure that whocver you end up talking t() knows
horses and thal a vetcrinadan is also requested.

lmmediately allcr thc accidcnt, ifthe trailer or van is uplight aDd
r-ou will want to cvaluatc th€n and apply any lirst aid lhat night
opening any door on thc vchiclc (even the Iittle tacl conrpartmen
peonle, not horses). l[a horsc has broken |cxrse liortt its ties duri
trailer and if it is panickcd enough, it wil l attenrpl to iuDrp out of
NOl want to unload the horscs ort thc hi{hwav. 

-lhcrc 
lravc bccn

liiclrtened horse has survived the llrst accident. onlv k. hreak I
onconring kafl lc, causing both horse and human li l talit ics. If
g.s lank. wait lo u load thc horscs unlil the police arri"r: anrl can
nccessan to unload a horse.

lk)pcful l) ' .  i f thc si luation involles a f ire, you wil l  hav() a f irc ext
stotl  lo assist s(, thcre lvi l l  bc ) nccd to unload on thc side ol ' lhe

Il thc irailcr or van is overturncd. you shoLrkl N() l allcnrpt lo
crcws appear on thc sccnc to providc hclp and advice. l ltc inside
.n cxlrcnlely dangcrous place. In sddition. lhc crn(xgcrrt y crcws
equipnrent lo "extract" the horsc safely.

l)cpending on the aninrals' injuries, the salist way (li)r lhc pco

I  hc l lorsc: [)c hng $rt l l  3 lrarlef Accnerrl

rnight be for a velerinariatl to place them undcr atrcsth(:sia for thc
vctcrinarian should wo|k with the policc aud rcscuc pcrsonrel to
cnough. many horses lay down rathcr quietly whilc trat)Ircd, only
rcscue is organizrd. Remembcr, the nlost irr)portar){ lhings are to
| lot rndke thc si lual ion mole i langerous by nraki|g rash r:nors ofj

\ . ,

Rcaders arc cautioned to scck (hc rdvice
hcfore proceeding with rn) dirgnosir,
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